Course Review: Alderbrook Golf Course
(Note: This review dates back to 2007. We are aware
that Alderbrook Golf Course has changed a great
deal since then. The property now boasts a huge,
fancy clubhouse that certainly didn’t exist when we
visited. We have also seen online that the front nine
has been “renovated,” with plans to do the same on
the second nine. That said, we haven’t been back,
so for now, our original review will have to stand.
Interestingly enough, you’ll see that we noted Alderbrook’s potential when we visited, so we are anxious to return one day and see the changes.)
Alderbrook Golf Course in Tillamook is not the best
course you’re ever going to play. It’s an interesting
coastal layout north of town, and there are things
to like about it. The course includes some majestic old trees, for example, on several holes. On the
other hand, other holes are just flat-out boring and
unimaginative. So it’s definitely a mixed bag when
you visit.
We played Alderbrook as part of our initial “Golf
Week” in 2007. Golf Week is the second full week
of August. We are blessed in that Pete is a teacher
and has most of the summer off, and Don has been
with the same employer since 1986 and accrues a
lot of vacation time these days, so we can afford to
“spend” such a week each year. In fact, Alderbrook
was only the second course we played that week,
as we left Newberg and played first at Bay Breeze, a
par 3 course within spitting distance of the Tillamook
Cheese Factory, then tooled a little further up Highway 101 to Alderbrook.
Alderbrook is in need of some increased maintenance, to be blunt. The course was not well watered;
there were lots of brown spots. Granted, it’s August,
but this is also the Oregon coast, not the valley or
places further east. It shouldn’t be that hard in Tillamook to keep a course green year-round.
Alderbrook has white tees and red tees. The course
plays just under 5700 yards from the whites, so generally speaking distance isn’t an issue. The greens
were slow and bumpy in several places. The front
nine is over 200 yards longer than the back and includes a 410-yard par 4 (No. 4) and a 551-yard par

5 (No. 9). The back includes one par 5 (No. 11) that,
at 437 yards, is just 14 yards longer than No. 16,
which is a 423-yard par 4. More on No. 16 in a bit.
But recall from above that Alderbrook was originally
a dairy farm? The back nine also includes several
holes that aren’t all that far removed from their pasture origins.
Unfortunately, the course conditions detracted from
what could be some great holes. Originally converted from 95 acres of dairy farmland in 1924, Alderbrook is one of the oldest courses along the Oregon
coast. Again, several holes feature huge, mature
cedar and fir trees that are simply spectacular. Plus,
they provide enough shade that the grass under
them tends to be much greener than elsewhere on
the course. We’re guessing these holes look pretty
good in the spring and fall.
Holes 15 and 16 are noteworthy. No. 15 is only 128
yards, but it’s straight up, so you’ll need more club
than the yardage suggests. Then on No. 16 you
do get a great panoramic view of the beautiful Tillamook Valley — which only reinforces how good
Alderbrook could be.
Simply put, Alderbrook Golf Course is in need of
some TLC — and some maintenance money. The
staff was friendly, and we had an excellent lunch in
the creaky clubhouse. But some dollars and some
vision could make a real difference here.

