
Course Review: Bandon Crossings
While the fine folks at Bandon Crossings Golf Course 
don’t assiduously avoid the “d-word” — dunes, as 
in Bandon Dunes — they also don’t apologize for 
building a very nice course close to the world fa-
mous golf complex while obviously hoping to catch 
some overflow. Nor should they. Bandon Crossings 
isn’t Bandon Dunes, but it’s a great stop for golf 
along the Southern Oregon Coast.

We played Bandon Crossings as part of Golf Week 
2012 — Don, Pete and Don’s high school classmates 
Dave Cadd and Mitch Nosack. We were based in a 
North Bend vacation home and played every South-
ern Oregon Coast course from Waldport to Brook-
ings other than the Bandon Dunes complex courses 
— though we did eat lunch there one day.

Bandon Crossings is located about 10 miles south 
of you-know-where, and on the east side of Highway 
101. That means no ocean views, but it also means 
more shelter from coastal winds and slightly warmer 
temperatures. Bandon Crossings sprawls across its 
acreage, and occasionally you have a decent trek 
from green to next tee. It’s uneven terrain with lots 
of ups and downs. You could walk Bandon Cross-
ings, but it’d be a workout. Kick back and take one of 
their distinctive red golf cars and enjoy yourself. The 
staff there was friendly and justifiably proud of their 
course. They were also interested and engaged in 
our Quest to play every Oregon course.

Bandon Crossings, designed by noted architect 
Dan Hixson, opened in 2007 and was immediately 
named one of the “10 Best New Courses of 2007” by 
GOLF Magazine, so it’s a worthy track. It measures 
5800 yards from the white tees but feels much lon-

ger. Blue and black tee options push the yardage to 
6300 and 6900 yards, respectfully. Bring your sand 
wedge. Every green is protected by at least one bun-
ker, most have two and several have three. There 
are also plenty of fairway traps scattered throughout 
the course. Water is here and there, though it’s not 
frequently in play other than on No. 14, a medium 
length par 3 that includes both a small creek and a 
large lake, and No. 17, a short par 3 over a pond.

The greens at Bandon Crossings were in near per-
fect condition. Most feature quite a lot of undulation, 
so there are some tricky reads, but that all becomes 
part of the experience at Bandon Crossings. The 
greens roll quickly, true and consistently, so once 
you get the hang of the reads, you can adjust.
  
The holes at Bandon Crossings all have names, 
something we’re not overly fond of. You’ve got “nor-
mal” golf hole names like Meadow and Wildflower 
... you’ve got oddities like Level and Ant Hill ... and 
you’ve got some goofy ones like Deceit. Named 
holes should begin and end at Augusta National as 
far as we’re concerned, but whatever. It won’t im-
pact the enjoyment of your round. Our foursome’s 
consensus was that Bandon Crossings was the sec-
ond-best course we played during our golfing week; 
it got edged out just slightly by Sandpines.

Finally, one of our best decisions of Golf Week 2012 
was to take the advice of Bandon Crossings man-
ager Jim Wakeman and eat dinner at Tony’s Crab 
Shack (photo left) along the Bandon bayfront. It 
was a local hangout kind of place and the food was 
great. Clam chowder, halibut and chips, shrimp and 
scallops were among the sampled fare — it was all 
excellent and reasonably priced for fresh, next-to-
the-ocean seafood.


