
Course Review: Chehalem Glenn Golf Course
It’s surprisingly difficult to write about Don and 
Pete’s home course, Chehalem Glenn in Newberg. 
Perhaps we are simply too vested. Owned and op-
erated by the Chehalem Park and Recreation Dis-
trict (CPRD), Chehalem Glenn was a 13-year proj-
ect before the front nine opened in 2005, with the 
back nine coming two years later. Don has been an 
elected CPRD board member since 1991 and was 
involved in the golf course planning from the get-go. 
Pete was appointed to a board vacancy and subse-
quently elected to a seat in 2013.

CPRD opted to go with the Old Irish spelling of glenn, 
with double Ns, just to be stylistic. Incidentally, Don’s 
wife Anna is credited with naming the course, which 
includes a series of glens, or small canyons, that 
meander throughout the property. This necessitates 
a lot of forced carries, so if you are an average golf-
er, expect to lose a few balls. Played from the black 
tees (not recommended), the course measures over 
7000 yards with a slope rating of 145 — the second-
hardest layout in Oregon. First-timers are advised to 
play the whites (6200 yards) to get acquainted with 
the course.

Take it for granted that your tee shots are going to 
be 20 to 40 yards shorter than you expect as you 
are hitting into hills on several fairways, unless you 
are a long hitter (260 from the whites or 280-plus 
from the blues), which will get you over most of the 
fairway upslopes. Second and third shots from the 
fairway will typically be either a downhill, side hill or 

uphill shot — usually not severe, but this is not a flat 
course by any means.

The toughest hole is No. 9, a wicked dogleg left, 
uphill par 4 (about 400 from the whites) that anyone 
is generally pleased to bogey. You can hit a great 
drive and still have a miserable side hill lie on 9, the 
biggest collective criticism of our own course. Holes 
11 (par 4), 12 and 14 (par 5s) are also extremely 
difficult.

Someday we hope to build a third nine and a per-
manent clubhouse. For now the modular clubhouse 
suits us fine. Inside you’ll find a friendly staff, a de-
cent if limited snack bar and reasonable prices. 
There are some good online specials as well. Please 
note that Chehalem Glenn was built on eight-inch 
sand-capped fairways; it drains exceptionally well 
and may be the best winter play course in greater 
Portland. Many people don’t realize Newberg is only 
25 miles from downtown Portland, so it’s well worth 
the drive.

Finally, this course will turn into one of the more 
beautifully landscaped courses in the state. CPRD 
has hired a great landscaper and working in con-
junction with the Newberg High School horticulture 
program have distinct, unique landscaping plans for 
the course. Work has been done around the club-
house and now will be extended out onto the course 
itself.


