
Course Review: La Grande Country Club
Nestled in Northeast Oregon’s scenic Grande Ronde 
Valley is the La Grande Country Club. Blessed with 
spectacular views of the surrounding Blue and Ea-
gle Cap mountains, the La Grande Country Club 
has been around since 1924 — though it had a false 
start of sorts, spending only four years at its origi-
nal location before re-opening in its current spot in 
1928.

The 9-hole La Grande Country Club is a private 
course, although our experience is that they pretty 
much welcome out-of-towners. We showed up in the 
early evening of what had already been a satisfying 
day of golf. Our Golf Week 2009 saw us headquar-
tered in Pendleton, “squatting” in the second home 
of a friend of Don’s. We played courses far and wide 
that week. By the time we arrived at La Grande 
Country Club it was nearing 6 p.m. We’d already 
played 27 holes that day, trekking from Pendleton to 
Union for 18 at Buffalo Peak, then up to Enterprise 
for 9 holes at Alpine Meadows.

We’d heard from several people that the La Grande 
Country Club wasn’t too strict about enforcing its 
“non-members must play with a member” policy if 
you were a visitor from outside the area, so we were 
cautiously optimistic about getting on once we ar-
rived and explained our “Quest” to play every course 
in Oregon. It turned out our long plea was unneces-
sary, there was no one on the tee box and we were 
looking down the first fairway within minutes of our 
arrival — plus time for an obligatory photo. So with 
three courses marked off our list and three logo balls 
secured away, it was a very good (if tiring) day.

The La Grande Country Club is most noteworthy for 
two things: fairways lined by beautiful but often in-

the-way old-growth trees and tiny, frequently elevat-
ed postage stamp greens. Everything was meticu-
lously maintained, the grass was a deep, lush green 
and the putting surfaces rolled quick and true.

La Grande Country Club has a mixture of tee op-
tions, designed to give you a slightly different feel 
if you play 18. We played what were essentially the 
white tees, which measured somewhat over 5300 
yards, so it wasn’t long. We were pretty pooped by 
then, so we didn’t mind. The club is relatively flat, 
we walked it easily despite our tired legs

Hole No. 1 is a perfect introduction to the other eight 
at La Grande Country Club. From the white tees 
it’s a 396-yard par 4, and you realize at a glance 
how tight these fairways are going to be. Later in 
the round a small creek comes into play a couple of 
times. No. 5, though only 348, and No. 8 (405 yards) 
are other tough par 4s.

If you can hit it straight, the par 5s offer some relief, 
given they measure only 416 and 445 yards. The 
two par 3s are only 148 and 127 from the whites, 
but again, the greens are so small you’ve got to be 
really accurate if you expect to score. Despite the 
narrow fairways and some legitimately sore mus-
cles, we played the course reasonably well. Pete, 
in particular, was cruising through a good round that 
included four pars and looked to get the better of 
Don until the ninth hole. That’s the 446-yard par 5, 
and Pete unraveled with an 8 while Don birdied the 
hole, eking out a one-stroke margin of victory in the 
process. We were both too tired to care much.


