
Course Review: Lake Oswego Municipal
Atop the Lake Oswego Municipal Golf Course’s 
scorecard cover is this quote from Richard Singer of 
the National Golf Foundation: “One of the best par 3 
facilities I’ve ever seen.” As the saying goes, it’s not 
bragging if it’s true. 

Owned and operated by the City of Lake Oswego, 
this is a very nice golf facility. There were people 
there to play, but plenty of people there just to prac-
tice, given the extensive covered range. There were 
many women out playing, which we are always 
pleased to see. We were particularly impressed by 
the open and airy clubhouse — half pro shop, half 
restaurant, with a vaulted ceiling, nice windows and 
plenty of light Oregon (we assume) fir wood. 

Situated in a park-like setting adjacent to Lakeridge 
High School, Lake Oswego Municipal features a 
nice variety of holes ranging from 74 yards at the 
shortest up to 179, so there’s the opportunity to use 
several clubs off the tee. Overall the course mea-
sures 2,517 yards at par 54. 

One of the first things you’ll notice about Lake Os-
wego Municipal are the tiny greens. Accurate shot-
making is a must if you are going to score here, be-
cause basically the greens come in two sizes: small 
and smaller. They were in excellent shape and well 
maintained, but relatively hard. Given their overall 
lack of size, it’s difficult to land a tee shot on a Lake 
Oswego Municipal green and hold it. Even if you 
miss the green off the tee — and we did plenty of 
that — you’re often best off to play a bump-and-run 
shot on the approach rather than trying to land it 
near the hole.

Adding to the degree of difficulty is that the vast ma-
jority of the greens are crowned, some fairly severe-
ly. Perhaps the most difficult is No. 8. You’re teeing 
off from 136 yards and aiming at the proverbial post-
age stamp green. That particular dance floor also 
has some steep slope to it, it was rock hard and the 
result was akin to putting on slanted pool table. Any 
sort of pace to your putt resulted in a long roll right 
off the green. We had a bogey (Don) and double 
bogey (Pete) to show for our feeble efforts. 

Lake Oswego Municipal caters to families. Near 
each green there is a red flagged, hugely oversized 
cup meant for youngsters starting out. If only we had 
those cups on the greens, we could have improved 
our scores significantly! The course was also host-
ing Special Olympians the day we played, which was 
great to see. Our home course, Chehalem Glenn in 
Newberg, is the Summer State Games golf venue 
for Special Olympics Oregon.
 
 

Each hole at Lake Oswego Municipal Golf Course features 
an extra-large cup just for kids.

Ready for action on Tee No. 1.


