Course Review: Mallard Creek Golf Course
Don has one big question about Mallard Creek Golf
Course: how on earth were they allowed to build
it where they did? An elected member of the Chehalem Park & Recreation District in Newberg since
1992 — the owner-operators of Chehalem Glenn
Golf Course — Don knows first-hand the headaches
of acquiring permits for building golf courses. Building Chehalem Glenn was a 13-year process, and it
was adjacent to the Newberg city limits at the time.
Mallard Creek may have a Lebanon address, but it’s
way the heck out there in what had to be designated
farmland or timberland. Where were LCDC, LUBA,
1000 Friends of Oregon and everybody else on this
one? As mentioned, it sits several miles outside of
Lebanon proper and includes an on-site RV park
(which may somehow help explain the permitting).
OK, off the soapbox! ☺ Open since 2000, Mallard
Creek is sort of a make-it-as-demanding-as-you’dlike course. Mallard Creek is a full length, 18-hole
course, measuring 6046 from the white tees that we
played, 6571 from the blues and 6938 from the tips.
Depending on which tees you play, Mallard Creek
can demand many forced carries, both off the tee
and on approach shots. However, you can eliminate
virtually all of the forced carries by playing from the
alternate gold tees (5300 yards), making the course
playable for golfers of all skill levels.
We played Mallard Creek as the first stop of our
Golf Week 2008, which was actually headquartered
down south in Grants Pass and featured Southern
Oregon courses. But, we wanted to play a couple
of Willamette Valley courses on the way, so Mallard
Creek was Day 1’s first stop (followed by Hidden
Valley in Cottage Grove).
There is a lot of water at Mallard Creek, as the
course is built in a wetland area. There are a halfdozen ponds and a pair of small creeks providing
plenty of opportunity to douse your ball. While the
course is located in the middle of timber country,
there aren’t that many trees in play on the course.
There are a decent number of sand traps scattered
about the track; the Mallard Creek bunkers could
use more sand, frankly, many of them were tightly
packed and hard. Fortunately we avoided most of
them. The greens are large, roll pretty quick and

have a lot of undulations, so you need to eye your
putts carefully.
While the fairways and first cut rough are very well
maintained at Mallard Creek, they pretty much let
things go wild if you get outside of those areas. That
means lots of thick foliage and deep natural grasses, a perfect formula for losing golf balls — though
you have a pretty good chance of finding someone
else’s ball as a replacement.
The course is very scenic. It was early August when
we played, so many of the wildflowers had bloomed
out, but Don had played the course twice before relatively earlier in the year, and spring and early summer rounds feature a wide variety of colorful natural
blossoms.
Notable holes include No. 6, a 509-yard (from the
whites) par 5 that just keeps bending left, it’s not a
dogleg as much as it is a boomerang, and No. 9, a
more traditional dogleg left (523-yard par 5) with water guarding much of the right side. No. 11 is a short
par 4 (262) with a sharp right turn and ponds on either side, though the left one is short and shouldn’t
be in play.
Mallard Creek includes a small but well-stocked pro
shop, good practice facilities and an excellent restaurant. On top of everything, Don shot a 39 on the
front nine, the best nine of the week to come.

