Course Review: Spring Hill Golf Club
Let’s note right away here that the golf course we
played as the Spring Hill Country Club has undergone a name change. It’s now part of the laboriously
titled Albany Golf & Event Center, which includes a
large, formal event building (below), adjacent gardens and, most importantly from our perspective,
the minutely re-monikered Spring Hill Golf Club.
Spring Hill is an 18-hole, championship course that
first opened in 1960. It’s located not far from downtown Albany, perhaps a mile from the Golf Club of
Oregon, another Albany course that could use a
simpler name. Spring Hill’s design could best be
described as “classic.” It’s flat and easy to walk,
featuring lots of trees and some water. The course
features a unique “de-watering” system that allows
the irrigation pumps used to water the course in the
summer to be reversed to pump excess accumulations of rainwater off the golf course during the
winter months. That system allows Spring Hill to bill
itself as one of the best courses to play year-round
in the mid-Willamette Valley.
Spring Hill is not a long course, measuring just 6,500
from the back tees. We played the white tees, which
check in at about 5,900 yards. The golf course was
built in the midst of some of Oregon’s most fertile
farmland, making the layout lush and visually appealing. Strategically placed bunkers frame several
greens and there are water hazards that come into
play on a handful of holes.
Spring Hill features a rare layout that employs six
each par 3s, 4s and 5s. That leads to an unusual
round that finds you only playing holes of the same
par back-to-back one time — and even then, it’s on
holes 9 and 10, so more often than not those holes
are separated by a brief break to grab a candy bar
or hit the bathroom at the turn.

As mentioned, the course is short by modern standards, but that doesn’t mean it’s easy. In return for
holes of modest yardage you’re faced with narrow,
tree-lined fairways and smaller-than-normal, firm
greens that don’t easily hold long approach shots.
It goes without saying that accuracy is a must when
playing Spring Hill. If you can keep it straight, you’ll
have a chance to card a good score — advice that
generally works at most courses. ☺ Push or pull it
much, and you’ll find some significant mature trees
blocking your next shot. The fairways twist and turn
enough to keep long hitters from simply bombing
away. So while most of the par 5s are of moderate
length, you don’t have many opportunities to go for
it in two.
Because the greens are small, high ball-hitters have
an advantage on the par 3s. If you’re an average
player like we are, simply hitting a green is often difficult enough. These greens are small enough that
if you’re not dropping it down from a high angle, it’s
not going to stick. And while there are six par 3s
sprinkled about the course, there are no shorties.
From the whites, most are in the 150 range, so your
7-iron will get a workout.
We played Spring Hill with frequent foursome partners Dave Cadd and Mitch Nosack. As usual, we
all shot within 10 strokes of one another. The staff
was accommodating, though the pro shop was out
of logo balls the day we played. Don acquired those
about six weeks later when he stopped by while in
town for business.

