
Course Review: Sunriver Caldera Links
Let’s get the one negative out of the way right up 
front. Caldera Links, the par 3 pitch and putt course 
at Sunriver, is overpriced. Yes, it’s a resort setting. 
Yes, it’s a mostly private little venue used mostly 
by the well-heeled. It’s still too much for what it is. 
We don’t try and list actual prices in these reviews 
because they’d constantly be outdated, but it’s too 
much.

That said, it’s a fun place. We played Caldera Links 
as part of Golf Week 2014 in Central Oregon — 
Don, Pete, Dave Cadd and Mitch Nosack. We need 
to mention those two guys because our day at Cal-
dera was really about Mitch. But first a little about 
the course.

Caldera Links has a nice pedigree, conceived by the 
same golf team that created Crosswater at Sunriver 
and developed by renowned architect Bob Cupp 
along with Sunriver’s own Jim Ramey. Caldera 
Links includes tour quality bent grass greens plus 
bluegrass tees that are groomed daily by the Cross-
water maintenance team. Holes range from 60 to 
185 yards in length making it the perfect course to 

hone your short game skills, introduce your children 
to the game or just have a fun family outing.

The course is wide open; there are virtually no trees. 
However there’s water on every hole, greenside 
sand traps and wild, tall grass if you stray much off 
target. The greens are exceptional, very quick but 
very true, so you can adjust your putting stroke ac-
cordingly.

OK, back to Mitch. We got on Caldera thanks to Ran-
dy Schneider, a Sunriver resident and one of Mitch’s 
younger brother’s best friends back in the day at 
Forest Grove High School. Randy couldn’t join us 
— fivesomes or more aren’t uncommon at Caldera 
— but the owner doesn’t have to play, he/she can 
sign you in. Mitch was playing decently anyway, 
then on No. 5 (119 yards), he hit the tee shot you 
see in the accompanying photo — 4-5 inches from 
an ace. What you don’t see is his tee shot on No. 7 
(125 yards), which was closer — 2 inches. He came closer — 2 inches. He came closer
within a half-foot of two holes-in-one in one 9-hole 
round. We were sure the second one was going in, 
it was tracking perfectly and stopped just short.

They did have logo balls at the course. They say did have logo balls at the course. They say did
Caldera Springs, after the Sunriver development 
that contains Caldera Links, but hey, that was fine 
by us. If you do go, incidentally, courtesy of a friend 
or by other means, you check in at a sort of rec-
reation center office. There’s no pro shop, just a 
friendly woman at an information desk.

Mitch’s tee shot on No. 5. Two holes later, he came within 
two inches of an ace on No. 7.

Caldera Links, at the Caldera Springs housing subdivi-
sion at Sunriver, is as scenic a par 3 course as you’ll see.


