Course Review: Wildhorse Golf Course
Our Golf Week 2009, centered out of Pendleton,
featured a wide array of courses in places like Arlington, Condon, Kinzua, Echo, Milton-Freewater,
Umatilla, Boardman, Union, Enterprise and elsewhere. So it was nice the one day we stayed “home”
and played the best course of the trip at Wildhorse
Resort and Casino just east of town.
The Wildhorse course opened in 1997 to wide acclaim. Golf Digest deemed it “One of America’s
Top Casino Golf Courses.” We guess that’s good.
(How many are there?) Wildhorse offers spectacular views of the surrounding Blue Mountains. Out
on the course, you’ll find fairways mounded on gently rolling hills. Trees are few and far between, this
is one Oregon track devoid of firs, pines or other
wooded impediments. You will find two other common golfer enemies: water and sand, in the form of
five on-course lakes and 66 bunkers.
Wildhorse also includes one other potential hazard
— wind. This course is out on the open plains, so
wind can be a huge factor. Varying wind direction
and/or velocity will make one round an entirely different venture than another, while calm days with
little or no wind are times to take advantage of. Still,
while challenging, the links-style course is generally playable if you can hit it relatively straight. Your
shots that are a little off will be in playable rough;
your shots that are a lot off will be in tall natural
grass or scrub brush.
We played the white tees, at 6150 yards, with a
companionable retired couple from California. The
wife didn’t hit it too far, but she was accurate and

good-natured. Her approach shots tended to be low
and bouncy; fortunately this course caters to that
option on most holes. The husband liked to talk as
much as he liked to play golf. We’ve had worse pairings for sure.
The water comes into play on maybe a third of Wildhorse’s holes, but the first four holes are water-free
and decently easy to play if you can avoid the many,
deep bunkers — both in the fairways and greenside.
The first big challenge comes on your approach
shot to the fifth green. No. 5 is a 465-yard par 5, and
the green is guarded by bunkers top, right and bottom while a lake borders the left side. Depending on
your first two shots, you’re hitting a mid-iron or short
iron, and it better be accurate.
You contend with water more frequently on the back
nine, including a large, horseshoe-shaped lake
that’s in play on each of the last four holes. No. 18
is a great finishing hole, a 408-yard par 4 with water
on the right side the last 200 yards up plus a nasty
bunker at the green.
Off the course, Wildhorse Resort offers a hotel, RV
Park, teepee camping, the Umatilla Tribal museum,
four restaurants (including a good-not-great buffet),
a video arcade, childcare center, movie Cineplex,
service station and mini-mart. It’s sovereign nation
property, which means even though you’re inside
Oregon boundaries, you can pump your own gas.
There’s a McDonald’s adjacent to the mini-mart.
Oh, and there’s the casino, of course.

